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qualities which demand our admiration,
Paul II., a fine character, misunderstood by
the Italian Courts, which never dreamt that
a Pope could be an honourable man, did his
utmost to encourage Scanderbeg, otherwise
George of Albania, who for ten years defended
Illyria, foiled the Turk, and stood between
Venice and Mohammed, George died ip.
1467. Negropont (Eubcea) was lost in 1470.
But the Sultan's decease gave to the Knights
of St. John at Rhodes a breathing-space of
forty years (besieged 1480; surrendered
1522)

SECTION II

SECULAR  POMP   AND   SPIRITUAL  DECAY

(1471-1527)

WE come now to an outwardly brilliant but
in itself deplorable episode of Vatican history
which, though in some sense relieved by
the feats and glories of Julius II., fills the
period commencing with Sixtus IV. (1471),
and cannot be held to have terminated before
the double Sack of Rome (May-September,
1527). These sixty years witnessed a degra-
dation of the Papacy into a mere Italian
princedom, while its sacred prerogatives were